
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

EA South Eastern Region  

SBEW Support Service (Primary) 

Information for 
Parents and Schools 

RRSA Article 28: Every child has the right to an 

education. Discipline in schools must respect 

children’s dignity and their rights. 

  



Introduction 

The South Eastern Region’s SBEW Support Service (Primary), based 

at Longstone School, provides outreach support to pupils in 

mainstream primary schools within the region. In addition, we can 

offer more intensive intervention in the form of a short-term, full 

time placement in the Behaviour Unit at Longstone. 

A BU placement may be considered appropriate when outreach 

support, in partnership with the primary school, has not brought about 

significant enough improvement in terms of the pupil’s SBEW.  

 

 

The purpose of this document is to provide you with an outline of 

what we do in the BU, if you have been offered the option of a 

placement with us for your child. 

 

 

It is our aim that when pupils return to their schools after 

approximately 12 weeks with us, they will do so with a positive and 

confident outlook, and with the skills required to participate 

appropriately and fully in school life.  

Pupils remain enrolled in their own mainstream primary schools during 

their BU placement. We work closely with school staff before a 

placement begins, and throughout its duration, in order to maintain 

consistency regarding delivery of the curriculum, and to help staff 

prepare constructively for their pupil’s return. To facilitate a smooth 

transition back into school, a further period of outreach support is 

provided for pupils after their BU placement.  



 The Behaviour Unit at Longstone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Class Charter, BU2a 

Points Chart, BU2b  

We aim to promote a 

positive attitude to 

school by providing a 

warm and caring 

atmosphere, where 

children feel secure 

and valued, and 

where they know 

that they will be 

treated fairly and 

with respect.  

 

The consistent use of positive 

reinforcement strategies encourages 

pupils to make good choices regarding 

their behaviour. Similarly, a 

consistent system of consequences 

and sanctions acts as a disincentive 

for inappropriate behaviour.  

 



Within the highly structured, small group setting of a BU class, 

specific problem behaviours can be clearly identified and addressed 

in a constructive manner. Personal and Social Development Plans are 

drawn up, uniquely tailored to the needs of each pupil. These plans are 

regularly reviewed and updated.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although adult guidance is often necessary, pupils are encouraged to 

take an active part in target setting and evaluation throughout their 

placement. 

 

 

Teaching duties in a BU class are shared between two teachers. 

Teachers spend approximately half of the week in the BU, and half 

providing outreach support in schools. A full-time classroom assistant 

is assigned to each room. 

Example target card. 



The BU consists of two bright and attractive, purpose-built 

classrooms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BU2a: P1 – P3 classroom 

The classrooms are 

well resourced and are 

large enough to allow 

for individual and group 

work areas, ensuring 

that pupils have ample 

opportunity to develop 

social and co-operative 

skills. 

 

BU2b: P4 – P7 classroom 

Although the maximum number of pupils in each BU class is six, 

the children do have opportunities to integrate with larger groups 

at break and lunch times, assemblies and special events. 



Each classroom has its own cloakroom and toilets, and a multi-

functional side room. Pupils are encouraged to use the side room as a 

time-out space if they feel this would help them, or they may choose 

to work there if they are finding the classroom environment too 

distracting. This room can also be used if a child is engaging in highly 

disruptive behaviour and requires time and space to regain self-

control. When this is the case, the pupil is closely supervised at all 

times and is regularly encouraged to engage in appropriate behaviour 

which would enable him/her to re-join the main class. DENI guidelines 

are strictly adhered to in the event of physical intervention becoming 

necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parental Involvement 

As a parent, your level of engagement with the process plays a vital 

role in the success, or otherwise, of your child’s placement in the BU. 

We want to work with you to help bring about significant positive 

change for your child.  

You will receive a daily written summary of significant events in your 

child’s day, in his/her home-school diary. We ask that you read this in 

the presence of your child, as soon as possible after school, and 

discuss it with him/her before signing it. Please use the diary to 

communicate with us in a similar way, so that we can work effectively 

together to support your child.  

You will be invited to at least one Progress Meeting to discuss your 

child’s progress, but please don’t wait until then to raise any queries 

or concerns you may have. 

During your child’s placement, we ask you to commit to: 

· Ensuring regular attendance. 

· Signing and returning home/school diary, reading record and 

relevant forms. 

· Making sure he/she wears the correct uniform. 

· Ensuring he/she brings the necessary books and materials to school 

each day. 

· Expecting him/her to treat school books and equipment with care. 

· Engaging with us through the home-school diary as outlined above.  

· Attending review meetings. 

· Scheduling a time each evening for homework. Show an interest in 

your child’s work and provide support at an appropriate level. 

Encourage your child to complete homework neatly and to the best 

of his/her ability.  


